Richardson (1913) described a new species of terrestrial isopod crustacean in a new genus that she called Pentoniscus because it had, according to her, five flagellar articles on the second antenna. Picado (1913) used the name in a list of isopods from Costa Rica collected from bromeliads (epiphytic plants). Specimens of what appeared in every way to be P. pruino.ru.r Richardson, 1913, were collected in Costa Rica by the author and compared to the type specimens that were apparently used by Richardson to describe the new species and genus (syntypes U.S.N.M. No. 43771, from Pitahaya, Costa Rica). Under high power magnification, after being cleared in glycerine, both the type specimens and the specimens caught by the author were found to have only three flagellar articles ( fig. 1 a, b) . Three flagellar articles is the appropriate flagellar article number for species in the genus Philoscia. Richardson's description (except for the flagellar article number) and the morphology of the Costa Rican specimens (in most every other way comparable to other species in PbiloJcia) indicated that the species really was a representative of the genus Philoscia. Richardson's specimens definitely represented a new species, but her placement of that species in a new genus Pentoniscus was in error. Arcangeli ( 1930) , in a work on Costa Rican isopods, and again in 1931, used the name Pentoni.rcu.r pruino.ru.r without thoroughly examining or questioning the names of the species included. Both Verhoeff (1928: 31) and Van Name (1936: 107) pointed out that Richardson's description of the genus was not of sufficient detail to distinguish it from Philoscia. The correct name for the species then is Philo.rcia pruino.ra (Richardson, 1913) . After the genus was established in 1913, however, the following three additional species were placed in it by subsequent taxonomists: Pentoniscus exili.r Van Name (1925: 500, figs. 73-77) from Kartabo, British Guiana; P. silvestrii Arcangeli (1927: 266, fig. 22 ) from Formosa and Japan, and P. dominicanus Arcangeli (1932: 1, figs. 1-3) from Roseau, Dominica, British West Indies.
Since the genus has been abolished by removal of the type species on which the description of the genus rests, the following paragraphs will serve to show what disposition has been made of the three species placed in the genus by the subsequent authors.
The species Pentonisclts exilis of Van Name is represented by one small female specimen 1.95 mm long sifted from leaf litter in a forest of British Guiana. The holotype specimen, preserved in the American Museum of Natural History (A.M.N.H.
No. 5332), was examined and found to have definitely three, not five, flagellar articles on the second antenna just as was found for P. pruinosa. It too is then in the genus Philo.rcicc, not Pentoni.rcu.r. Van Name's description of Pentonisclts exili.r was essentially correct except for his observations of the flagellar shape and flagellar article number of the second antenna. The flagellum was not tapered in a regular cone as figured by him (Van Name, 1925: 501, fig. 77 ), but was more like that of Philoscia pruinosa (compare figs. la and 1c). The second antennal flagellum of Pentoniscus exili.r was reexamined by the author in transmitted light. Since it had been in alcohol for almost thirty years, it was clear enough so that two definite articulation lines were readily apparent, not four as required by a five-segmented flagellum. The distal flagellar article, about as long as the other two combined, has two raised spots, but they are bases where setae were located and the whole distal part of the flagellum is uniform in light transmission from the second articulation to the rounded, blunt apex indicating a single article. The flagellum is not the regular conical structure pictured by Van Name in the original description, but rather is like the flagellum pictured here drawn as seen in transmitted light ( fig. 1 c) .
The single specimen of Van Name does not appear to be an immature female of any of the other Philo.rcia species. described by Van Name that were also
